, as far west as the Mississippi River, whereas Western Canada became the present Province of Ontario. The book has the double advantage of being not only highly informative but also highly readable; I only wish that it had been available to me during my student teaching days at the University of Michigan! The profusion of useful information is almost incredible, including personal details and anecdotes about each of the early collectors considered, the relevant dates and the present location of the collections made, if known. Even without digressing far from his central topic, the author has managed to give us an excellent picture of the geographic and political history of an important region, as well as the all-important botanical history. This work is "must" reading for every systematic botanist in the Gray's Manual area --and it has repercussions far beyond.--WILLIAM C. STEERE, New York Botanical Garden, Bronx, New York 10458.
